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Overview of Industrial Emissions Directive 
Implementation In Europe

‘A Journey, Not A Destination’

Simon Bingham, International Development Manager

Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

OECD Ukraine Webinar 30/08/23

EU Industrial Emissions Directive and its application
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Background Context

1996 96/61/EC Integrated Pollution Prevention & Control

1996 2008/1/EC Integrated Pollution Prevention & Control

2010 2010/75/EU Industrial Emissions Directive - Adopted

2013 IED – Implementation date 13th January

2022 IED – Revision Proposal

1990 UK Domestic Integrated Pollution Control Regulations

2023

10

25+
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There is no single implementation 
model beyond the Directive

National

Local
Regional
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‘Macro’ Implementation Challenges
Water Framework Directive

• Changing environment
• Scale of investment needed

Waste Framework Directive
• High level of non-compliance

Industrial Emissions Directive
• All of the above +
• Larger higher risk activities
• Complexity & diversity
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‘Meso’ Implementation Challenges

Resource

‘Doing’ Vs Strategic Alignment

Workforce training & development

Communication – permitters & inspectors

Communication – clear & understandable permits
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‘Micro’ Implementation Challenges

Time

Complexity – where to focus?

What does good look like?

Implementation of BAT & BREF on the ground

Communication – Access to relevant information

Communication – Feedback to the operator
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IMPEL 2021 Implementation Challenge Report
Industry, Noise & Air quality Section (What the inspectors think!)

• 73% identified waste management as the most 
challenging sector

• 68% responded that the biggest barrier to enforcement 
was lack of resources for inspection

• 55% of respondents said that the biggest barrier to 
good levels of compliance is complex legislation
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Environmental Benefits

Reducing Discharge of Pollutants to Water

Circular Economy (Resource Efficiency)

Emissions to Air

Ref: EU Proposal for IED Amendment
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Simon.Bingham@sepa.org.uk

End

‘A Journey, Not A Destination’
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