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• There is no choice!  SPP can potentially play an important 
role (13% of GDP in OECD) in progressing 
towards the SDGs and other global 
commitments : Paris agreement and 
Convention on Biological Diversity

• Cost efficient regarding 
Life cycle costing

A-The transforming power of consumption
1- Why is SPP important? 



B. Environmental labels, what difference?



Main findings of SPP global review report, 2023
1. Sustainable procurement is building momentum



Main findings of SPP global review report, 2023
2. Sustainable procurement can hit multiple targets

The socio-economic dimension is gaining 
prominence, with a focus on the promotion of SMEs, 
groups at risk and technology development. 

Policies and strategies that relate to the environment
were still the most frequent



3. Sustainable procurement practices are now 
more deeply embedded

• Product prioritization and the 
development of tools, such as 
sustainability criteria or guidelines, 
continue to be critical activities and 
have been highlighted by national 
governments as key drivers for SP 
implementation.

• Most national governments (62%) 
reported having developed criteria or 
guidelines for at least one or more 
prioritized products/service 
categories. And half indicated 
mandatory application of these 
criteria/guidelines.

• Prioritized product and service 
categories for SP are beginning to 
extend beyond the ‘low-hanging 
fruit’ of common-use categories.



4- How to leverage SPP? 



4- How to leverage SPP? 



C- To promote SPP, Environmental label are your 
easy button!

1. In the definition of policies

2. In the elaboration of SPP criteria

3. In the verification of criteria

4. In the identification of sustainable products

5. To estimate environmental/social benefits of SPP



SPP and Ecolabels policies are very often promoted in 
coordination at international and national level

Help consumers identify more 
sustainable options in the market

Contributes to increase market demand 
and availability (market change)

Ecolabel

SPP

SUPPLY

DEMAND



SDG 12.7

Promote public procurement 
practices that are sustainable, in 
accordance with national 
policies and priorities.

SDG 12.8

Ensure that people everywhere
have the relevant information 
and awareness for sustainable
development and lifestyles in 
harmony with nature. 

The 2030 agenda



USA Government: SPP on electronics and Energy Star



In Asia Pacific, 83% have mandatory application 
of their criteria/guidelines
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Eco-labelled products on the market of the Republic of South Korea from 2003 to 2017



2. Elaboration of SPP criteria

What does it mean for a product to 
be sustainable?

Look at the Ecolabel criteria

Marius, is in charge of public 
procurement in Balti’s hospital. He 
wants to purchase a sustainable air 
conditioner.



European Union Ecolabel - EU Flower

GPP-Ecolabel coordinated criteria 
setting process

Source: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/gpp_criteria_procedure.htm



Verification of SPP criteria

How can Marius be certain that a product 
meets the criteria?

Look at the Ecolabel proof of compliance



Verification of SPP criteria

Source of criteria – Japanese Ecolabel
Extract from: http://www.ecomark.jp/english/pdf/103eC2.pdf



To certify compliance



4. Identifying sustainable products

How can Marius be sure the market is 
ready and that the tender will be 
successful?

Look at how many products and services are 
certified by Ecolabels or other environmental labels



Online market place 
Incorporation of sustainability seals in ChileCompra Express

Special filter to find products or 
suppliers with an environmental label

Labels associated with products,
visible at first glance

Environmental label



Available Environmetnal labels

Eco-Product

Reusable Product

Recyclable product

Energy Efficiency

PEFC

FSC

Energy Star

Blue Angel (Der Blaue Engel)

171 Toner

14 Ampoules

263 Paper
Products

239 Paper
Products
357 Teams

864 Printers

93 Printers



Labels on Suppliers

SME

Positive Supplier

Clean Production
Agreement

• 723 suppliers ranked 
• as a micro and small enterprise.

• 432 suppliers that obtained the 
highest score in the social and/or 
environmental criteria established 
in the bidding rules. (22 
conventions)

• 5 Certified Suppliers



5. To estimate sustainability benefits

South Korea: Monitoring the level of purchased ecolabelled products

Including creation of 415 
Job in the green 
economy

How can Marius report on the benefit of his purchase ? 

By using data provided by the ecolabel



D- And the businesses?

Inform your market about changes!

Organize events with your suppliers



By establishing a link between EL and SPP, the Government 
also sends a clear message to the market to stimulate: 

Adoption of Sustainability Standards by the 
Market

Improvement and Harmonization of 
Sustainability Standards



THANK YOU 

Laetitia Montero
Associate Programme Officer, Consumer Information & 

Ecolabelling
Consumption and Production Unit

Economy and Industry Division - UN Environment Programme

laetitia.montero@un.org

More info about the project:
www.unep.org/eco-advance-ecolabels-and-sustainable-

public-procurement-eco-advance-project
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