
UNEP’S METHODOLOGY ON SUSTAINABLE PUBLIC 
PROCUREMENT AND CASE STUDIES FROM THE 

EASTERN PARTNERSHIP REGION

Training workshop om promoting Sustainable Public 
Procurement and eco-labelling in Armenia, 12 December 2023

Ms. Lesya Nikolayeva, International Expert, Europe Office  
United Nations Environment Programme



Definition of SP

Sustainable Procurement (SP) is

… the process whereby organizations meet their needs for 
goods, services, works and utilities in a way that achieves 

“value for money on a whole life basis” in terms of 
generating benefits not only to the organization, but also to 
society and the economy, whilst minimizing, and if possible 

avoiding, damage to the environment

,



Life cycle costs

All life cycle costs and impacts 

Monetized Life cycle costs (LCC) 

Total cost of ownership 
(TCO)

Price

Organization Society

Acquisition, use 
& end of life costs

Cost of externalities 
environmental/social

Non-monetized  
externalities 

Purchasing Price

+

+

+

Source: UN Environment / ISO 20400



Sustainable procurement is about buying better 
products from better companies

What is a ‘Green’ product?
• Can be recycled

• Has a recycled content

• Be energy efficient

• Emission reducing

• Re-usable

• Biodegradable

• Organic





Sustainable Public Procurement
Implementation Guidelines 
(2012):
Sustainable Public Procurement 
Implementation Guidelines | One Planet 
network

In English: 
sustainable_public_procurement_impl
ementation_guidelines.pdf 
(oneplanetnetwork.org)

In Russian: 
51.pdf (oneplanetnetwork.org)

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/sustainable-public-procurement-implementation-guidelines
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/sustainable-public-procurement-implementation-guidelines
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/sustainable-public-procurement-implementation-guidelines
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/from-crm/sustainable_public_procurement_implementation_guidelines.pdf
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/from-crm/sustainable_public_procurement_implementation_guidelines.pdf
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/from-crm/sustainable_public_procurement_implementation_guidelines.pdf
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/from-crm/51.pdf


Sustainable Public Procurement
How to “Wake the Sleeping Giant” 
Second Edition of UNEP’s Sustainable Public 
Procurement Guidelines | UNEP - UN 
Environment Programme

https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/second-edition-uneps-sustainable-public-procurement-guidelines
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/second-edition-uneps-sustainable-public-procurement-guidelines
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/second-edition-uneps-sustainable-public-procurement-guidelines


UNEP has been assisting governments in SPP 
implementation since 2013



Sources: WTO, 2015; Eurostat, 2017; European Commission 2018

Why Sustainable Public Procurement?

Graph: Procurement as % of GDP in low-income, lower middle income, upper middle 
income and high income countries (World Bank 2016).

13% of GDP in OECD
countries (2015)

10-15% of GDP assumed 
as the worldwide
average (2015)

16% of GDP in the EU
(2017)



Only the best products can be awarded to use the logo - Consumers may buy
these products without doubt

Type I Ecolabelling



Office IT 89%

Office paper and stationary 85%
Vehicles 70%

Cleaning 67%

Furniture 63%

Buidling design and construction 59% 

Building equipment 59%

Building materials 52% 

Energy 52%

Textiles 52%

Food and catering 44%

Chemical products 37%

Household appliances 37%

Infrastructure design and construction 33%

Waste collection and street cleaning 22%

Travel services 15%

Works execution 15%

Which categories of products, services and 
works are prioritized?



Case study from Georgia: Improvement of the legislation 



Case study from Moldova: Technical specifications for 5 
product categories

Market review and
sustainability criteria for:
1. Organic fruits and

vegetables;
2. Energy-efficient windows

and doors
3. Computers;
4. Cars;
5. Printer paper, A4 format.



Case study from Ukraine: Improvement 
of E-procurement Prozorro system  

“Environmental requirements”
field added in e-procurement system
for “Eco tenders” Identification,
Monitoring and Statistics



Good practice library: compilation of case studies on green and 

socially responsible public tenders in Europe (use of life-cycling costing, 

circular economy principles and approaches fostering sustainable innovation, 

new technologies etc.). The practice cases also provide some ‘lessons 

learned’ for those wishing to replicate experiences.

https://green-business.ec.europa.eu/green-public-procurement/good-practice-

library_en?f%5B0%5D=oe_page_subject%3Ahttp%3A//data.europa.eu/uxp/c_163e1

e96&page=0

SPP and eco-labelling practices: EU procurement context 

(presentation by Mr. Eriks Mezalis): PowerPoint Presentation (eu4environment.org)

https://green-business.ec.europa.eu/green-public-procurement/good-practice-library_en?f%5B0%5D=oe_page_subject%3Ahttp%3A//data.europa.eu/uxp/c_163e1e96&page=0
https://green-business.ec.europa.eu/green-public-procurement/good-practice-library_en?f%5B0%5D=oe_page_subject%3Ahttp%3A//data.europa.eu/uxp/c_163e1e96&page=0
https://www.eu4environment.org/app/uploads/2023/10/SPP-and-eco-labelling-EU-procurement-context.pdf


Consumer Information Programme

The One Planet network 
(10 Year Framework of Programmes on 

Sustainable Consumption and Production)

Sustainable Public Procurement Programme



Thank you for your attention!

Ms. Lesya Nikolayeva
UNEP Europe Office 

lesya.nikolayeva@un.org

mailto:lesya.nikolayeva@un.org
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