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What is the Emerald Network? 

Tool for implementing Article 4 of the Bern Convention

Purpose: ensure the long term conservation of species
and habitats of European interest and requiring specific
protection measures
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How are Emerald Network sites chosen? 

 contribute to the survival of threatened species

 support significant numbers of species or populations

 contain endangered habitat types

 contain an outstanding habitat type 

 important area for migratory species

 contribute to the achievement of the objectives of 
the Bern Convention
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How does the Emerald Network function? 

Constitution in 3 phases:  

1. Database

2. Evaluation

3. Designation
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How does the Emerald Network improve
and reach its objective ?



State of play: 

Emerald Network Viewer: 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-
convention/emerald-viewer

Emerald Network Barometer: 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-
convention/emerald-network-barometer
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Emerald Network Viewer
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Emerald Network Barometer



How is the performance of Contracting Parties 
measured? 

Indicators for each phase of the constitution 
process:

• Phase I: national coverage of all types of sites

• Phase II: coverage of Adopted sites only + 
sufficiency index

• Phase III: Proportion of Adopted sites with 
management plans + efficiency of the 
management measures (tbd)
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Indicators of the monitoring framework
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Situation in the Eastern Partnership region



Thank you for your attention 

For more information: 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
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