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The European Green Deal
The Communication of the Commission of 11 December 2019 

European Green Deal sets out an ambitious roadmap to 
transform the Union into a fair and prosperous society, with 
a modern, resource-efficient and competitive economy, 
aiming to protect, conserve and enhance the Union’s natural 
capital, and to protect the health and well-being of citizens 
from environment-related risks and impacts. 

Overarching aim: making the European Union climate neutral in 2050

Policy areas

Clean energy
Sustainable industry
Building and renovation
Farm to Fork
Eliminating pollution
Sustainable mobility
Biodiversity and ecosystem
health
Nature Restoration Law
Sustainable finance

Now: criticism, call for revision



The European Green Deal



EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2023 
„Bringing nature back into our lives“

Aim: to ensure that Europe’s biodiversity will be put on the path to recovery by 2030 for the
benefit of people, the planet, the climate and our economy. 

It sets out an ambitious EU Nature Restoration Plan with a number of key commitments, 
including a commitment to put forward a proposal for legally binding EU nature restoration
targets to restore degraded ecosystems, in particular those with the most potential to capture
and store carbon, and to prevent and reduce the impact of natural disasters.



EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2023 
EU key commitments by 2030 

1. Legally binding EU nature restoration targets. By 2030, significant areas of degraded and 
carbon-rich ecosystems are restored; habitats and species show no deterioration in 
conservation trends and status; and at least 30% reach favourable conservation status or 
at least show a positive trend. 

2. The decline in pollinators is reversed. 
3. The risk and use of chemical pesticides is reduced by 50% and the use of more hazardous 

pesticides is reduced by 50%. 
4. At least 10% of agricultural area is under high-diversity landscape features. 
5. At least 25% of agricultural land is under organic farming management, and the uptake of 

agro-ecological practices is significantly increased. 
6. Three billion new trees are planted in the EU, in full respect of ecological principles. 
7. Significant progress has been made in the remediation of contaminated soil sites. 



EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2023 
EU key commitments by 2030 

8. At least 25,000 km of free-flowing rivers are restored. 
9. There is a 50% reduction in the number of Red List species threatened by invasive alien 
species. 
10. The losses of nutrients from fertilisers are reduced by 50%, resulting in the reduction 
ofthe use of fertilisers by at least 20%. 
11. Cities with at least 20,000 inhabitants have an ambitious Urban Greening Plan. 
12. No chemical pesticides are used in sensitive areas such as EU urban green areas. 
13. The negative impacts on sensitive species and habitats, including on the seabed through 
fishing and extraction activities, are substantially reduced to achieve good environm, status. 
14. The by-catch of species is eliminated or reduced to a level that allows species recovery and 
conservation. 



EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2023 

• Unlock 20 billion EUR/year for biodiversity through various sources,
• Put the EU in a leading position in the world in addressing the global biodiversity crisis. 



EU Nature Restoration Regulation
2024/1991 of 24 June 2024 

NRR is a key element of the EU Biodiversity Strategy

The Regulation aims to restore ecosystems, habitats and species across the EU’s land 
and sea areas 

Four overarching objectives:

• To ensure the long-term and sustained recovery of biodiversity and resilient ecosystems
through the restoration of degraded ecosystems

• To contribute to achieving the EU’s objectives concerning cimate mitigation and 
adaptation and land degradation neutrality

• To enhance food security
• To contribute to meeting international commitments



EU Nature Restoration Regulation

Sets binding targets to restore degraded ecosystems

The overall objective at EU level is to put in place restoration measures on at least 20% 
of Europe’s land and at least 20% of sea areas by 2030, and in all ecosystems in need of
restoration by 2050.

• Restore habitats and species protected by EU nature legislation

• Reverse the decline of pollinators by 2030

• No net loss of green urban spaces by 2030 and a minimum of 10% tree canopy cover in European cities

• Improved biodiversity on farmland e.g. for butterflies, farmland birds, high-biodiversity landscape features

• Restore drained peatlands

• Healthier forests with improved biodiversity

• At least 25.000 km free-flowing rivers by 2030

• Restore seagrasses and sea bottoms



EU Nature Restoration Regulation
2024/1991 of 24 June 2024 

• Article 1: Member States shall put in place effective and area-based restoration measures
with the aim to jointly cover, as a Union target, throughout the areas and ecosystems within
the scope of this Regulation, at least 20 % of land areas and at least 20 % of sea areas by 
2030, and all ecosystems in need of restoration by 2050.

Article 3 – definition of terms

Restoration means the process of actively or passively assisting the recovery of an ecosystem
in order to improve its structure and functions, with the aim of conserving or enhancing
biodiversity and ecosystem resilience, through improving an area of a habitat type to good
condition, re-establishing favourable reference area, and improving a habitat of a species to 
sufficient quality and quantity



EU Nature Restoration Regulation
2024/1991 of 24 June 2024 

Article 4: Restoration of terrestrial, coastal and freshwater ecosystems – to restore:

• by 2030 on at least 30 % of the total area of all habitat types listed in Annex I that is not in 
good condition

• by 2040 on at least 60 % and by 2050, on at least 90 % of the area of each group of habitat
types listed in Annex I that is not in good condition

• priority to restoration measures in areas that are located in Natura 2000 sites until 2030 

• Member States may exclude from restoration very common and widespread habitat types
that cover more than 3 % of their European territory – if duly justified

• MS shall put in place restoration measures for the terrestrial, coastal and freshwater habitats 
of the species listed in Annexes II, IV and V to Habitats Directive and of wild birds falling 
within the scope of the Birds Directive



EU Nature Restoration Regulation
2024/1991 of 24 June 2024 

Article 5: Restoration of marine ecosystems

Article 8: Restoration of urban ecosystems

Article 9: Restoration of the natural connectivity of rivers and natural functions of the related 
floodplains

Article 10: Restoration of pollinator populations

Article 11: Restoration of agricultural ecosystems

Article 12: Restoration of forest ecosystems

CHAPTER III: NATIONAL RESTORATION PLANS

CHAPTER IV: MONITORING AND REPORTING



LIFE Programme
EU funding instrument for the environment and climate action. 

The general objective: to contribute to the implementation, updating 

and development of EU environmental and climate policy and 

legislation by co-financing projects with European added value. 

LIFE began in 1992

Now four sub-programmes:

• Nature and Biodiversity
• Circular Economy and Quality of Life
• Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation
• Clean Energy Transition
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