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€U Deforestation Regulation

Finaly. the program evoluates the role of forests and
ecosystema In ochieving Georgia's climote goals under
s Nationally Determined Contribution (NDCL laying the
groundwork for sustanable investment in the countrys
maturcl capital. The werk revolves around four work areas:
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Sustainoble Growth through Nature Conservation,
Community Engogement, ond Economic Development

Sustainable Growth through Nature Conservation, The work seveives Socund four work arees.
D

y E and Econ P

Protected areas

Advancing new and managing existing Emerald Network
and sites

Building capacity for effective management of the
Emerald Network sites

Raising awareness, advancing regional collaboration and
knowledge exchange with EU member states.

Assessing barriers, and identifying opportunities for sustainable
forest and natural resource management in 30+ partner
communities

Developing guidelines and tools to enhance local community
engagement in NRM

Promoting knowledge exchange and disseminating lessons learnt

Preventing illegal logging and promoting
legal wood trade

Four work areas

« Evaluating the impact of the EU Deforestation Regulation on
the partner countries

* Enhancing timber and wood trade control systems

* Promoting innovative technology to strengthen timber exports

Funding for natural capital conservation
* Advisory support to identify investment and financing
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5 . R < g gurdelaes and toals 1o endance local communty engagement & natural reseurce
opportunities for forest and relevant natural resource u(.: /6‘) Guidelines ond tools to enhance local mrmnunnvu ergogement o LN anagement FIRND Wivh & §0cu3 o Sivo-posterel 1ond 6os
management sectors o C\" ,5\ menogerent l'_‘R“l with a focus on wild-growing plants ond mush ‘,§ &) (@ © Assessing and formakging Mobiova's nature resteestion potentiol, particularly in forests and
* Developing guidelines for assessing ecosystem services and < &L /) well 3 ecotouriam development < wetlands
identifying potential financing mechanisms é g¢ exchange and of lessons lectred g Prometing Snandsdps extiongeond dlssaminsting irsseta laantad
= Sharing regional/interational experience on green finance o = Prevention of illegal logging and promotion of legal wood trade
Instruments = Prevention of illegal logging and promotion of legal wood trode - Formdating recomamendationt for the Sevelopment of SFM and promoting legal trade
= C @ . R " foe the of focest 9 (5FM) Designing a digrtol platform to suppert the market placement and sustainable trade of focest
certifi delires products
ﬁ) o mt@ 9 < the » ona for technical for forest peodiucts
F&XM . for ] timber trode control technology Assessing the impact of the Introduction of the EU Deforestation Regulation
Assessmant of the impact of the introduction of the EU Deforestation Reguloticn.
Funding for natural capital conservation
" » Preparing recommendations for the Notionol Forest Extension and Rebabiitation Progrom
Funding for natural capital conservation (NFERP) for 20232002
@ *  Boseline cssessment of forests ond ecosystem services’ volues and financing needs and Enbancing the copacity of the Moldoven outhorities in securing and managing funding for
40‘0 \ p foe countey nd financing opportuniies NRM reforms with & focus on the forestry sector
é :[5 A P " Erhancing bodversity offset systems in Moldove by otsessing blodhversity loss end
for =y services ond poyment for eveluoting existing mechansms.
services (PES)

In Armenio, under the Europesn Union (EV)-funded
EULEsvironment Progrom, the World Bank works to
strengthen the manogement of Emerald Netwerk sites
to peotect vitol hobitats and speckes. It promotes
sustoinable resource use. bolencing comservation with
focel econcenic growth, Efforts clso torget illegal wood
trode through better low enforcement ond trocecbility
while boosting long-term forest investments. Altogether,
these initiotives aim to contribute to Armenia’s tronaition
toward ¢ greener, more resdient, and inclusive future,

The program works with the Ministry of Enviroement to
develop guidelines and tools to boost local community
nvolvernent in managing natural resources, porticulorly
nwild plonts ond muashroom value chains and ecotowrsm
it clso develops recomenendations for funding naturcl
«copital conservation In four work areos:

Protected areas
! * Recommendations for o Netional Action Plan to odvance the ¢
| \ Emerald Network in Asmenio (2024-2030)
Recommendations for the review of the condidate Emercid sites in/
Guidelines for Emerold sites monogement plans
Manogement plans for Armash and ljeven Emercid sites;
Capocity building for the efective mancgement of the Emercid Net

Community action on ecosystem services

4 WORK AREAS

Protected areas

Developing guidelines for forest manogement in Geoegia's Emer
Providing cleor solations to the challenges in meeting tH
requirements and oligaing forestry proctices with Emercid Netw
Building copocity of the Georgion foresters in implementing
plans and planning conservation octions.

y action on g services

Evoluoting ecotourism potentiol of priority sites in Imereti of
Svoneti, including ity, i, i legd
capects

Elaborating the ecotourism development plons

Buliding copacity In sustainable tourism ond promoting o shar
omong communities, forestry ogencies, ond tourlsm operators.

Prevention of illegal logging and promotion of legal wood

Developing analyss on SFM certification implementotion

ing 4 gies for i ing and cperatin
based on the results of the cose studies from other countries
Assesting the inpoct of the intreduction of the EU Deforestatiod

Funding for natural copital conservation
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Recommendations for the strategis financing plans for the two Emerald Network sites.

Assessing the role of forests and ecosystems in ochieving clid
cdoptotion torgets outlined in the NDC.

in the Republic of Moldova. under the European Union
(EU)-funded EUAEmvironment Program. the World Bank's
work focuses on strengthening biodiversity conservation.
forest 3¢ (SFM), and vy
based natural resource governance. Key priorities Incluy
odvancing the implementation end manogement of the
Emerold Network through the development of site-specific
slons. legel and o
copocity-bulding efforts. The activities olse support tocol
communities i Manong ecosystem services. particularly
through guidelines ond tools promoting sive-pastorel
Proctices end C3€33ing FEstorotaan potential in forests end
wetionds The program delivers s2rategic recommendetions
to combat legal logging and foster sustainatie wood trade

Additionally. the work secures long-tem fusding for
notural copitel conservation by strengthening Moldova's
institutionsl capocity. supporting forest extension progroma.
and enhancing biodiversity offset mechanisms. The work
revolves around four work areas

Protected areas

Deveioping guideiines 1o advance Emernid site Monagement prans and rCOMMERdations on

strengthening Instituticeal capocties to establish the Emerald Network
3 0 legal and institutional fromework for Emerold species and habitots
Preparing monagement plons for the three selected Dmerold sites

Buiding copacity of the Moldovan stolebolders for effective management of the Emarcid

Network sites

Mentifising high conservation vakue forests (HCVI) 1o support the srotection and preservation

o criticol econgptems

Community action on ecosystem services

4 WORK AREAS

Protected areas

Developing guidelines for Emarold sites momogement plons and recommendations for
Ihres ot A

Assessing snthropoges end military impacts en the Emercld Network stes ond
devang sLrotegs for ste restorston and managersent

Bullding copecity of the Ukralrian stokshelders for sfective management of the Emareid

Netwonk stes.

[ ity action on services

Y
Deweloping recommendations to enbance community engogumant in naturel ressurce
matagerment (NRM] with o foous on forest resources, self afforested orcos and
managemment by territoral commwnities (Ts)

Memifying stratages 1o integrote NRAL Infonatisna into the drasiapment strotegies and
1T e ANt soxivecsoomic developerent plars

Promotirg krewledge products through copocity buldng (guddines tranng courses) o
A8t TON N €PhONCing commmuntiy engogement

Prevention of illegal logging and promotion of legal wood trade
Streegihening the comoutiiveness of the national woodworking Industry
Assessing the impact of the intraduction of the EU Deforestation Regulation

Funding for natural capitel conservation
Developing recommendations for country investmant ord financing epporturities and
MEAJrOTING ecOhAtAM MrvieEs Into natienal lagiskation

Conducting comparotive scorame onvalysis of troditisrnl forest monogement proctoes
ond forest conmervation meossres ot the oblast bevel
Kentifging cimzts inance ond carban peicing opportumities m the forestry secton



The Emerald Network in Armen

ia:

Conserving Nature and Biodiversity for

Sustainable Development
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Armenia’s Emerald Network in Numbers
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The Emerald Network in Georgia:
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Flyers on the Emerald Network
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The Emerald Network in the ucpmkotmdm
Protecting Natural Heritage for 3 Greener and
Sustainable Future
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The Emerald Network in Ukraine:
Supporting Nature Conservation for
Sustainable Development
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Ukraine's Emerald Network in Numbers
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How does the European framework protect species and habitats
across the continent?
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Nature Pays Off: Conserving Georgia's Lakes Grows Local
Economies

Communications materials -
Emerald Network

‘Explainers’

o @ Cardiof3 @ @ How does the European framework protect species and habitats
[ across the continent?

How does the European framework protect species and habitats
across the continent?
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Feature stories

How Investing in Armenia’s Wetlands Supports Rural Economic
Growth

FEATURE STORY | MARCH 19, 2026

Preserving Moldova’s Forests Is Boosting Rural Economic
Opportunity

Birds of Armash. Photo credit: Berta Photegraphy.

+ Restoring Ukraine’s Tarutynskyi
Steppe from a military training grour
iInto a model for nature restoration




Communications materials -
Emerald Network

Videos
Areas of Special Conservation Interest (ASCIs)
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Reel on the reserve
Plaiul Fagului
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@ - European Union in the Republic of Moldova @ G - Following = - European Union in the Republic of Moldova ® & - Following

Exploring a unique place in Plaiul Fagului Nature Reserve
. See more



Armenia

Therg are *23 i
Armeniawhich cover 3 0.4 %0

of national territory:

In Armenia,
the Emerald Network helps preserve

1 51 species of animals & plants

& 64 habitats

* They have been officially proposed for inclusion in the

Emerald Network but are undergoing prior assessment

Moldova

The Emerald Network partially overlaps
with the national system of Protected
Areas (PAs)

Protected Area Coverage: Moldova vs EU Target (adjusted for
Emerald overlap)

30.00%
30

11.72%

5.65%

i -
0
Moldova (National Moldova
PAs)

(National+
Emerald adj.)

In Moldova, the Emerald Network protects

1 63 species of animals & plants
&
27habitats
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EU 2030 Target

Source: Ministry of Environment 2024: Emerald Network data; EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030.

Communications materials -

Emerald Network

Infographics
Georgia

Approximately 3W0 of Georgia’s

forests are included in the Emerald
Network

Ukraine

The Network’s
sufficiency index is

40%

This proportion of
species and habitats

is adequately protected
for their long-term
existence within
the current
network.

1.2%

sufficiency index is

This proportion of specie

habitats is adequately protected for
their long-term existence within the
current network.

In Ukraine,
the Emerald Network protects

3 0 0 species of animals & plants
& 1 18 habitats



NEWS | LATEST NEWS

March 21,2023

International Day of Forests: EU helping
Moldova to develop sustainable forests

snaree X f in

On the Intemational Day of Forests, 21 March, the EU4Environment programme has highlighted the EU’s support for|
Republic of Moldova in developing its new National Forest Extension and Rehabilitation Programme 2023-2032.

In an article published today, EU4Environment explains how the newly adopted plan, developed in collaberation w

World Bank as part of the EU4Environment programme, aims to support Moldova's needs in forest products and S

alala o onto

EU helps safeguard forest resources in Georgia

21/03/2025

Georgia possesses significant forest resources, with approximately 44.5% of its land area covered by forests (3,100,500 ha).
Georgia boasts up to 400 species of trees and shrubs. 98.5% of the country’s forests are of natural origin with the remaining
1.5% being artificial stands mostly made up of various pine species. Nevertheless, between 2000-2022, the annual loss of the
natural forest in Georgia was 500 ha, and in 2023 estimated to be 785 ha. This has been caused by illegal harvesting, soil

erosion and desertification, and uncontrolled grazing in forest areas.

The European Union has been a long-standing partner with Georgia in environmental protection. Enhanced biodiversity
conservation and promotion of sustainable resource management are part of the European Union (EU)-Georgia Association

Agreement signed on August 30, 2014.

Communications materials -
Emerald Network & Forestry

News items/articles

£ © Erekle Sologashvili

June 3, 2025

World Environment Day: EU and
Emerald Network help protect
Georgia’s lakes and wildlife

ebrated every yea
rctive action for a h

fforts is the Emerald
Europe’s biodiversi
cies and ensuring

n Georgia’s Samtsk
Hasheni, Khanchali,

FEATURE STORY | MAY 22, 2024

Investing in Moldova'’s Forest Biodiversity to Build a Mor
Sustainable Future

BRIEF | MAY 25, 2022
The Emerald Network in Armenia: Progress, Challenges, and the
Future

RELATED

Version in Armenian

Photo: Karen Aghasbabyan

Qver the past few decades, populations of Europe’s many wild species and
natural habitats have significantly declined. This trend is likely to continue if
no action is taken to preserve the continent’s biodiversity. And such a decline
in wildlife and habitats uitimately Impacts ecosystem services and jeopardizes
food security, water supply, and economic livelihoods.

Armenia, along with other Eastern Partnership countries, has committed to
preserving biodiversity through the Emerald Network of protected areas
Established under the 1979 Bern Convention on the Conservation of
European Wildlife and Habitats, the Emerald Network of legally recognized
and protected areas with high biodiversity seeks to ensure long-term
conservation of wildlife and its natural habitats and promote sustainable
interaction between people and nature,

NEWS | LATEST NEWS
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March 21,2025

International Day of Forests:
EU4Environment supporting sustainable
forestry in the Eastern Partnership

share: X f in

The International Day of Forests, celebrated annually on 21 March, reminds us of the vital role of forests in sustaining life
on Earth. Forests are home to over 80% of the world's land~based species of animals, plants, and insects. They provide
food, protect water resources, and contribute to soil fertility.

In the Eastern Partnership countries forestry plays a critical role in the region’s economy, climate resilience, biodiversity
conservation, carbon sequestration, and water regulation. However, challenges such as illegal logging, deforestation,
unsustainable land use, and climate change threaten the sustainability of forest resources.




Wetlands Day SR

A wetland full of life in Armenia!
On #WorldWetlandsDay, we're spotlighting the Armash Wetland - one of Armenia’s richest
biodiversity hotspots and home to more than 200 bird species.
. Thanks to local conservation efforts and support from the #EU through the #EU4Environment
programme, Armash is becoming a model for #eco-tourism, #community development, and

sustainable wetland #restoration. EU initiatives are helping strengthen #habitat protection and
create new #opportunities for nature-based #livelihoods.

Discover how Armenia is safeguarding this unique ecosystem and building a greener future.
https://bit.ly/44FB1sV

#StrongerTogether #EUGreenDeal #Biodiversity #Armenia #Wetlands #Birdwatching See less

See translation

EU4ENVIRONMENT.ORG
Puswtu BU Swjwunwuh gpnwdwhéwhu tmwpwdputpnud UEpnpnudutpp
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worldbankgroup @ - Suivre

Moldavie ’

@ worldbankgroup @ Modifié « & sem
@ Promoting healthy forests is not
only an environmental imperative, but
also an economic one. With only 11%
forest cover, Moldovamo relies on
woodland remnants to boost rural
areas’ resilience to storms and £
heatwaves, filter drinking water, and
safeguard pollinators such as bees, d
butterflies, and birds crucial for the
country’s agriculture.

Through a National Forest Extension
and Rehabilitation Program designed
with World Bank assistance under

" INTERNATIONAL

DAY OF

« FORESTS

EU4Environment, the country aims to
raise forest coverage to 17% by 2032.
“No trees, no honey”, says Galina with a
warm smile, capturing the simple truth
that binds her family’s small business to
the woodlands.
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European Union in the Republic of Moldova @ G - Follor

Exphoring a unique place in Plaiul Fagului Natur
See more
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inhalatipentru’relaxare si
reducerea stresului

World Bank Europe and Central Asia's Post

@ World Bank Europe and Central Asia @
April 22 at 2:00PM - @

& Moldova's Plaiul Fagului nature reserve is not only an ecological asset but also a sour

economic opportunity for nearby villages.

On #EarthDay, see how investing in woodlands can support jobs, tourism, and rural livel
http://wrld.bg/YCMHS50YNUgH

Aici aerul din stupi este’ *

AT

3pecb BO3AyX U3 yNbeB BAbIXaeTca |

Ans paccnabneHunst U CHWKeHUN
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Preserving Moldova's forests offers new
economic benefits for rural areas



EU neighbours east
May 22 at 2:23PM - Q
& From =w Lake Sevan's critically endangered trout to <& Georgia's ancient Imeretian oak forests, ™=
Ukraine's vast biodiversity corridor, and s Moldova's 5,000-year-old wetlands, the Eastern

I N‘l’E R NA'“ 0 NAI- Partnership region holds some of Europe’s most valuable and vulnerable ecosystems. .

“" On World Biodiversity Day, we're shining a light on the Emerald Network - the pan-European
system of protected sites that safeguards these habitats and species, and g the EU-funded work
» DAY I:U R Bl U I_O G I [:AI_ that helps ™= Armenia, - Georgia, ms Moldova, and ™= Ukraine strengthen it.

Not sure what the Emerald Network actually is? We've put together explainers to break it down,

D IVE R S |TY and if you want to go deeper, the EU4Environment programme has just launched a free online
* course covering everything from legal frameworks to community engagement.
M AY 22 Learn more on our website (& https://bit.ly/3PFCQIj

#EU4Environment #EmeraldNetwork #EUOpportunities #WorldBiodiversityDay
#StrongerTogether See less
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World Bank Armenia - SwJdw2juwphwjhlu pwuly Iwjwumnmwl
May 22 at12.30PM - Q

European Union in Armenia @ European Union in Ukraine @
28m-Q 6h ' Q

Shnt'p, np Iwjwunwbp wwhwywliynn nwpwdpltph hwdwGypnwwlywl gwbgh (npp 16 Gplbp £ W2 Y #BcecsithinflenbloBKINAR MU BLIAHOBYEMO CNINbHY NPUPOAY €BPONK — i 3yCHANA 3344 i
pungnynid)* «<EdGpwin guiligs-h dwul £, npp unbndyt) £ AEnUh Ynlytughwih opgwiliwynud:... 36epexeHHs.... See more
See more

Swjwunwuh nwpwdph 36%-p pungpyyws E «Edbpwin gwugnud» (Emerald Network), nphu
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Republic of Moldova

,aeneratia Padurii”

(“Forest Generation”)

The “Forest Generation” campaign is
part of the National Program for
Forest Expansion and Rehabilitation
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 Infographics for the reports on financing nature

 Final country profiles for each partner country in English and national
languages

* Final video with results and achievements
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