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Legal context for both networks : historical overview

Birds directive (1979)
1975

1980

1985

1990

1995

2000

2005

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

Habitat directive draft proposed (1988)

Habitat directive adoption (1992)

First biogeographical seminar MAC (1996)
First SDF (Decision 97/266/EC)

First Union List MAC (2001) 

EU27 (2007)

First MATL seminar  (2009)

Bern Convention (1979)

Recommendation 16 (1989) on Areas of Special Conservation Interest

Resolution No.3 (1996) setting-up a pan-European Ecological Network

Resolution No.4 (1996) on habitat types
Resolution No.5 (1998) rules for the Network of ASCI

Resolution No.6 (1990) on species
First Emerald Pilots

First Evaluation Criteria document (2006)

Beginning of the streamlining process (SC of Bern Convention)
First seminarsRevised SDF (Decision 2011/484/EC)

EU28 (2013)

First Art.17 and Art.12 reports (period 2007-2012)

Revised Resolution No.6 species list (2011)
First list of adopted sites (2011)
Resolution No.8 (2012)
Revised SDF and criteria document (2013)

Revised Resolution No.4 habitats (EUNIS)
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Legal context for both networks : historical overview

2nd Marine seminars (2016)
2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

Revised reporting formats and  guidelines Art.17/12 

EU27 BREXIT (2020)

Revised SDF (Decision 2023/2806)

Revised Habitats Interpretation Manual

Adoption of the reporting form for Resolution No.8 reporting

Revised annex I of Resolution No.4 habitats

Adoption of the revised Resol.8 reporting format

Adoption of the revised Emerald SDF
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Legal context for both networks

Birds directive (2009/147/EC)

Protects all species of naturally occurring wild birds 
within EU MS

Habitats directive (92/43/EEC)

Protects habitat types and species considered of 
European conservation interest: Annex I, II, IV and V

Appendix I: Strictly protected flora species

Appendix II: Strictly protected fauna species

Appendix III: Protected fauna species

No specific appendix for habitats, but references to protect natural 
habitats, in particular, habitats for the species of appendices I and II, 
endangered natural habitats and areas important for migratory birds

COMMON GOAL

Ensure the long-term survival of the species and habitats of European concern
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Procedures for site designation

Birds directive sites (SPA)

Inclusion in the Natura 2000 database 

Habitats directive sites

pSCI: First time inclusion in the Natura 2000 until approval of the 

biogeographical union lists by the Habitats Committee.

SCI: after approval and publication of the biogeogra-phical union lists.

SAC: 6 years after the first publication of a SCI in the union list (Art.4.4), 

the MS should establish the Necessary conservation measures and 

designate the

Site as SAC 

Proposed Site: first time included in the 

Emerald Network database

Candidate Site: approved by the Standing 

Committee after the biogeographical 

seminar in which the proposed sites were 

evaluated

Adopted Site: Contracting Parties request 

(by written) the designation of a Candidate 

Sites as Adopted by the Standing 

Committee
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Crosswalks between Resolution No.4 (1996) and Annex I 
habitat types
Resolution No.4 habitats follows EUNIS 2012 classification.
Adjustments needed for no 1:1 habitats in the case of accession countries
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Crosswalks between Resolution No.4 (1996) and Annex I 
habitat types
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Alignment of Natura 2000 and Emerald Network SDF

New Fields

• More detail for certain ecological information

• Conservation objectives

• Conservation measures

• Management effectiveness

Deleted fields

• Site length and Latitude /Longitude

• General habitat class

• Pollution code

• Site ownership

• Designation type at national level

• Map delivered as pdf

New Emerald Network Standard Data Form was endorsed by the Bern Convention Standing Committee in December 2025

During 2026 it is still possible to submit in the old SDF 
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Alignment of Natura 2000 and Emerald Network SDF

New fields or updated existing fields proposed as compulsory:

3.1.3 Non presence

3.1.6 Method used for cover

3.1.8 Significance
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Alignment of Natura 2000 and Emerald Network SDF

5.2 Management plans

5.2.1 Existence of a 
management plan(s)

5.2.2. Reference and 
validity of the 
management 

plans(s)

5.3 Management plans

5.3.1 Detailed information on 
measures

5.3.2 Status of conservation
measures

5.4 Management effectiveness
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Conservation status reporting

Article 12 of the Birds Directive (2009/147/EC):

Every six years, Member States report on populations 

status and trends of all naturally occurring wild bird species 

present in their territory. 

Article 17 of the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC):

Every six years, Member States report on the conservation 

status of habitats (Annex I) and species (Annexes II, IV and V) 

across their entire territory, not only within Natura 2000 sites. 

Conservation status expressed as: Favourable (FV), Unfavourable-Inadequate (U1), or Unfavourable-Bad (U2). The assessment is 

based on parameters such as range, population/area, habitat quality (or structure and functions), and future prospects. Reports also 

include information on pressures, threats and conservation measures. 

Resolution No. 8 (2012):

Contracting Parties report every six years on the 

conservation status of Resolution No. 4 habitats and 

Resolution No. 6 (1998) (species) inside and outside

Emerald Network sites

• Reports done by country/BGR

• 2019-2024 report submitted this spring (CH, IS, MC, ME, 

MD, NO, RS and the UK). For non-avian species and 

selection of habitat types.
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Reportnet 3

• Emerald will be reported in the new SDF for the first time 

in 2027 with three years transition period until 2030

• During 2026 it is still possible to submit in the old SDF 
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Reportnet 3
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Reportnet 3 · Prefilled SDF examples - and run validation 
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Natura 2000 and Emerald Network dataflow products

• Natura 2000 Barometer

• Natura 2000 Viewer

• Natura 2000 public database (EEA website)

• Biogeographical Union List for sites designated under 

Habitats directive

• Indicators (SEBI 008 for Natura 2000 coverage, 

informing EU Biodiversity Strategy

• Emerald Network Barometer

• Emerald Viewer

• Emerald Network public database (EEA and Bern 

Convention websites)

• List of officially adopted Emerald Network sites

• List of officially nominated candidate Emerald 

network sites

• Indicators (1.2 and 1.3 to follow-up implementation 

of the Strategic Plan)
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Natura 2000 and Emerald Network dataflow products
Workbook: Emerald Barometer dashboard
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Natura 2000 and Emerald Network dataflow products
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Carrer Can Verí, 1 · 07001 · Palma de Mallorca · Spain

+34 971 72 56 66

administration@oikologica.com

www.oikologica.com

Thank you for your attention.

Any questions?

mailto:info@oikologica.com

